
Creating school projects from waste materials is fun, affordable, and great for the

environment. This article gives you a clear introduction, 100 detailed craft ideas using

waste materials, and a helpful closing note.
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Each idea includes the materials (all things usually found at home or in school), simple

steps, and what kids learn from the activity.

The language is student-friendly so you can copy-paste each idea into your project book or

presentation.

Introduction

Turning waste into useful or beautiful crafts is an excellent way for students to show

creativity while learning about recycling and sustainability. Waste material crafts teach

resourcefulness, problem solving, and basic crafting skills like cutting, gluing, painting, and

measuring.

Teachers and parents can use these ideas for class projects, science fairs, art competitions,

or for building a classroom display about recycling.

Most of the materials suggested below are easy to find: old newspapers, plastic bottles,

cardboard boxes, bottle caps, egg cartons, scrap fabric, cereal boxes, glass jars, paper rolls,

old CDs, leftover yarn, and more. For every craft idea, the steps are kept short and clear so

students can follow them easily.

Each project also includes a short learning outcome to explain what skills or concepts the

child is practicing. Use these ideas as they are, or combine and change them to make new

variations.

Below are 100 waste-material craft ideas. They are numbered so you can quickly pick and

copy the ones you like. Each idea includes materials, steps, and a short learning outcome.

Must Read: 79 Easy Social Issues Topics for Project Class 10

100 Waste Material Craft Ideas for School

Project for Kids

1. Newspaper Seedling Pots

Materials: Old newspapers, tape, soil, seeds.

Steps: Roll newspaper into a small pot shape, fold the base, tape, fill with soil, plant

a seed.

Learning: Gardening basics and biodegradable container use.

2. Bottle Cap Magnets

Materials: Plastic bottle caps, small magnets, glue, paint, small pictures.

Steps: Paint caps or glue pictures inside, attach magnet to back.

Learning: Magnetism and design skills.
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3. Toilet Paper Roll Binoculars

Materials: Two toilet rolls, tape or glue, string, paint.

Steps: Glue two rolls side-by-side, paint, attach string to hang.

Learning: Imagination and fine motor skills.

4. Egg Carton Flowers

Materials: Egg cartons, paint, scissors, pipe cleaners or sticks.

Steps: Cut carton cups into flower shapes, paint, attach pipe cleaner stem.

Learning: Shapes, colors, and recycling craft.

5. Plastic Bottle Bird Feeder

Materials: Plastic bottle, wooden spoons, string, seeds.

Steps: Cut holes, insert spoons as perches, fill with seeds, hang.

Learning: Simple engineering and nature care.

6. Cereal Box Bookmarks

Materials: Cereal box cardboard, markers, ribbon.

Steps: Cut bookmark shape, decorate, punch hole and add ribbon.

Learning: Creativity and reading encouragement.

7. CD Sun Catchers

Materials: Old CDs, glue, sequins, string.

Steps: Glue decorative items on shiny side, hang in window.

Learning: Light reflection and decoration skills.

8. Magazine Collage Art

Materials: Old magazines, scissors, glue, poster board.

Steps: Cut images, arrange, glue to create a themed collage.

Learning: Composition, theme creation, recycling paper.

9. Toilet Roll Marble Run

Materials: Toilet rolls, tape, cardboard backing.

Steps: Cut rolls diagonally and attach to board to make tracks for marbles.

Learning: Gravity, cause and effect, planning.

10. Glass Jar Candle Holders (Safe LED)

Materials: Glass jars, tissue paper, glue, LED tealight.

Steps: Glue tissue paper on jar for color, place LED light inside.

Learning: Upcycling glass and safe lighting craft.

11. Bottle Cap Jewelry

Materials: Bottle caps, string, beads, small photos.

Steps: Decorate caps, punch hole, thread string to make necklaces.

Learning: Design and fine motor control.

12. Plastic Spoon Wall Art

Materials: Disposable plastic spoons, spray paint, glue, cardboard backing.

Steps: Arrange spoons in pattern, glue onto board, paint.

Learning: Pattern making and repurposing plastic.

13. Cardboard Box Playhouse

Materials: Large cardboard box, paint, scissors, tape.
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Steps: Cut windows and door, decorate, assemble as small house.

Learning: Spatial thinking and teamwork.

14. Paper Plate Masks

Materials: Paper plates, paint, elastic string, scissors.

Steps: Cut eye holes, decorate, attach elastic.

Learning: Creativity and dramatic play.

15. Milk Carton Planters

Materials: Empty milk cartons, soil, seeds, paint.

Steps: Cut top, decorate, add soil and plant.

Learning: Recycling cartons and plant care.

16. Toothpaste Box Pencil Box

Materials: Empty toothpaste box, wrapping paper, glue.

Steps: Clean box, wrap, decorate to store pencils.

Learning: Reuse and personal organization.

17. Bottle Cap Mosaic

Materials: Many bottle caps, glue, board.

Steps: Arrange caps into pattern, glue onto board to make mosaic art.

Learning: Pattern design and color matching.

18. Old T-Shirt Tote Bag

Materials: Old T-shirt, scissors, sewing or knotting method.

Steps: Cut and tie bottom, cut handles, decorate if needed.

Learning: Upcycling fabric and basic sewing concepts.

19. Yarn-Wrapped Jars

Materials: Empty jars, leftover yarn, glue.

Steps: Wrap yarn tightly around jar, glue end.

Learning: Texture use and decoration.

20. Newspaper Papier-Mâché Bowl

Materials: Newspaper strips, flour glue, balloon or mold.

Steps: Cover mold with glued strips, dry, pop mold, paint.

Learning: Sculpting and patience.

21. Bottle Tower Sculpture

Materials: Plastic bottles, hot glue or tape, paint.

Steps: Stack and attach bottles into a tall sculpture, paint.

Learning: Balance and structure.

22. Cardboard Puppet Theater

Materials: Large box, fabric scraps, paint, sticks.

Steps: Cut out stage opening, paint, add fabric curtain, create puppets.

Learning: Storytelling and stage design.

23. Tin Can Lanterns

Materials: Clean tin cans, nail and hammer, tea light (LED).

Steps: Punch holes in pattern, place LED inside for a lantern.

Learning: Metal reuse and pattern planning.
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24. Paper Roll Flower Vase

Materials: Cardboard tubes, glue, paint, empty jar for support.

Steps: Cut tubes into petals, glue around jar, paint.

Learning: Reusing tubes and decorative skills.

25. Bottle Cap Stamps

Materials: Bottle caps, foam or sponge pieces, paint.

Steps: Glue foam inside cap, dip in paint to stamp shapes.

Learning: Printmaking basics and repeated patterns.

26. Egg Carton Caterpillar

Materials: Egg carton, paint, pipe cleaners, googly eyes.

Steps: Cut row of cups, paint, add eyes and antennae.

Learning: Sequence and creature creation.

27. Shoe Box Diorama

Materials: Shoe box, scrap paper, small figures, glue.

Steps: Create a scene inside the box for a book report or ecosystem.

Learning: Scene composition and storytelling.

28. CD Spinning Tops

Materials: Old CD, marble, hot glue, paint.

Steps: Glue marble to center, decorate CD, spin.

Learning: Rotation and balance.

29. Paper Bead Necklace

Materials: Old magazine pages, glue, string.

Steps: Roll magazine strips into beads, seal with glue, string.

Learning: Patience and jewelry-making skills.

30. Plastic Bottle Flower Garden

Materials: Cut plastic bottles into flower shapes, paint, attach to sticks.

Steps: Paint bottles, fix on sticks, plant in soil or foam.

Learning: Color mixing and garden display.

31. Jar Memory Light

Materials: Glass jar, battery LED string lights, recycled paper strips with notes.

Steps: Write memories, place in jar, add lights for display.

Learning: Sentiment and presentation.

32. Cereal Box Puzzle

Materials: Cereal box, marker, scissors, glue.

Steps: Glue picture on cardboard, cut into puzzle pieces.

Learning: Fine motor and problem solving.

33. Magazine Paper Flowers

Materials: Magazine pages, scissors, glue, stick.

Steps: Fold and roll pages into flower shapes, attach to stick.

Learning: Reuse of glossy paper and craft folding.

34. Bottle Cap Wind Chime

Materials: Bottle caps, string, beads, stick or ring.
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Steps: Punch small holes in caps, string with beads, hang.

Learning: Sound exploration and assembly.

35. Cardboard Marble Maze

Materials: Cardboard, glue, marbles, craft knife.

Steps: Build maze walls on board and guide marble through.

Learning: Planning and patience.

36. Tin Foil Sculptures

Materials: Aluminum foil scraps, tape, paint.

Steps: Shape foil into figures or animals, paint if desired.

Learning: 3D shaping and texture exploration.

37. Plastic Straw Bracelet

Materials: Cut plastic straws, elastic string, beads.

Steps: Thread straw pieces onto elastic and tie.

Learning: Patterning and fine motor control.

38. Bottle Planter Wall

Materials: Cut plastic bottles, screws or rope, soil, plants.

Steps: Fix bottles on wall or fence, fill with soil, plant herbs.

Learning: Vertical gardening and reuse.

39. Matchbox Treasure Boxes

Materials: Empty matchboxes, decorative paper, glue, tiny objects.

Steps: Wrap and decorate boxes to hold small items.

Learning: Miniature design and neatness.

40. Newspaper Rope Coasters

Materials: Twisted newspaper rope, glue, circular mold.

Steps: Wrap rope into circle, glue layers, flatten to make coaster.

Learning: Weaving and practical reuse.

41. Plastic Bottle Rocket

Materials: Two-liter bottle, cardboard fins, tape, paint.

Steps: Attach fins, decorate, use as model rocket (no launch).

Learning: Shape and aerodynamics basics.

42. Popsicle Stick Photo Frame

Materials: Used popsicle sticks, glue, paint, photo.

Steps: Glue sticks in frame shape, paint, mount photo.

Learning: Framing and display.

43. Cardboard Mask Making

Materials: Cardboard, elastic, paint, feathers/scraps.

Steps: Cut mask shape, decorate, attach elastic.

Learning: Cultural masks and creativity.

44. Magazine Paper Coasters

Materials: Rolled magazine strips, glue, varnish optional.

Steps: Roll tightly into coil, glue, flatten into coaster.

Learning: Coil-making and surface use.
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45. Bottle Cap Tic-Tac-Toe

Materials: Bottle caps (two colors), cardboard board, marker.

Steps: Draw grid on board, use painted caps as game pieces.

Learning: Strategy and reuse.

46. Cardboard City Model

Materials: Cardboard boxes, paint, markers, glue.

Steps: Cut buildings from boxes, paint, place on large base to make city.

Learning: Urban planning basics and teamwork.

47. Paper Roll Snowmen

Materials: Toilet rolls, paint, paper scraps for hats and scarves.

Steps: Paint rolls white, add facial features and clothing made from scraps.

Learning: Seasonal craft and layering.

48. Glass Jar Herb Garden

Materials: Small glass jars, soil, herb cuttings, labels.

Steps: Plant herbs in jars and label each one.

Learning: Plant identification and care.

49. Bottle Cap Alphabet Game

Materials: Bottle caps, permanent marker, box lid as board.

Steps: Write letters on caps, use to spell words on board.

Learning: Alphabet recognition and spelling.

50. Cardboard Guitar

Materials: Large cardboard, rubber bands, glue, paint.

Steps: Cut guitar shape, stretch bands for strings, decorate.

Learning: Sound and music basics.

51. Paper Mache Mask

Materials: Old newspapers, flour glue, balloon or mold, paint.

Steps: Layer paper mache, dry, paint and add features.

Learning: Sculpting and costume creation.

52. Bottle Cap Butterflies

Materials: Bottle caps, pipe cleaners, paint, glue.

Steps: Paint caps for wings, attach pipe cleaner body and antennae.

Learning: Symmetry and insect features.

53. Shoe Box Solar System

Materials: Shoe box, foam balls, paint, string.

Steps: Paint planets, hang inside box to show planet order.

Learning: Space model and scale concepts.

54. Egg Carton Paint Palette

Materials: Egg carton, scrap paint, small brush.

Steps: Use cups to hold paint colors for art.

Learning: Color mixing and palette use.

55. Plastic Bottle Jewelry Stand

Materials: Plastic bottle, cardboard discs, glue, paint.
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Steps: Stack bottle sections on a stick and use discs as tiers for jewelry.

Learning: Organization and craft assembly.

56. Bottle Cap Picture Frames

Materials: Bottle caps, cardboard frame, glue, small photo.

Steps: Arrange caps around a frame, glue, place picture in center.

Learning: Decorative framing and texture.

57. Newspaper Hat Making

Materials: Newspapers, tape, paint.

Steps: Fold paper into hat shape, secure edges, decorate.

Learning: Folding and costume design.

58. Cardboard Robot

Materials: Small boxes, bottle caps, foil, glue, markers.

Steps: Stack boxes for body, add details from caps and foil, decorate.

Learning: Imagination and basic engineering.

59. Plastic Lid Picture Mosaic

Materials: Various plastic lids, glue, wooden board.

Steps: Arrange lids to form a picture or pattern and glue down.

Learning: Color and shape arrangement.

60. Paper Roll Gift Boxes

Materials: Toilet rolls, wrapping paper, ribbon.

Steps: Flatten one side, fill, fold ends, wrap in decorative paper.

Learning: Gift wrapping skills and reuse.

61. Bottle Cap Wheels Car

Materials: Bottle caps (4), cardboard, skewers, glue.

Steps: Make axles with skewers, attach caps as wheels, decorate car body.

Learning: Wheels and axle basics.

62. Glass Jar Snow Globe (No Water)

Materials: Jar, small toy, cotton for snow, glue.

Steps: Glue toy to lid, add cotton inside for snow effect, close jar.

Learning: Miniature scenes and safe display.

63. Paper Bag Puppets

Materials: Brown paper bags, markers, fabric scraps.

Steps: Draw faces on bags, add clothing or hair using scraps.

Learning: Storytelling and role play.

64. Fabric Scrap Bookmark

Materials: Small fabric scraps, cardboard, glue, ribbon.

Steps: Glue fabrics onto cardboard strip, add ribbon.

Learning: Textile use and neat finishing.

65. Tin Can Planter Characters

Materials: Tin cans, paint, soil, plant, markers.

Steps: Paint faces on cans, plant small flowers or succulents.

Learning: Personalization and plant care.
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66. Magazine Strip Wall Art

Materials: Magazine strips, glue, wooden frame.

Steps: Arrange strips in pattern on a board to create wall art.

Learning: Color blocking and pattern planning.

67. Bottle Cap Candle Art (LED)

Materials: Bottle caps, tea light LEDs, glue.

Steps: Glue caps into circle around LED to form decorative holder.

Learning: Arrangement and safety with LEDs.

68. Cardboard Puzzle Box

Materials: Cardboard, craft knife, glue, paint.

Steps: Make a decorated box that opens by solving a small puzzle (sliding lid).

Learning: Problem solving and box construction.

69. Paper Flower Bouquet (Magazine Pages)

Materials: Magazine pages, wire or sticks, tape.

Steps: Fold and twist pages into flowers, attach stems, group into bouquet.

Learning: Reuse and floral arranging.

70. Plastic Bottle Piggy Bank

Materials: Bottle, knife (adult help), paint, coin slot.

Steps: Cut a slot, decorate bottle, save coins.

Learning: Money saving and responsibility.

71. Cereal Box Clock

Materials: Cereal box cardboard, clock hands (paper), marker.

Steps: Cut circle, draw numbers, attach hands with fastener.

Learning: Telling time and making simple mechanisms.

72. Newspaper Origami Animals

Materials: Newspaper sheets, folding instructions.

Steps: Follow folding steps to make animals.

Learning: Following directions and spatial skills.

73. Bottle Cap Picture Stamps

Materials: Bottle caps, rubber stamps or carved potatoes, ink.

Steps: Attach stamp surface to cap and stamp shapes.

Learning: Printmaking and reuse.

74. Egg Carton Tree Craft

Materials: Egg cartons, paint, stick, base.

Steps: Paint cups green, stack on stick to form tree, glue to base.

Learning: Layering and seasonal craft.

75. Cardboard Rolling Toy

Materials: Cardboard, bottle cap wheels, straws for axles.

Steps: Cut toy shape, attach wheels on axles, decorate.

Learning: Mechanics and design.

76. Plastic Bottle Lighthouse Model

Materials: Bottle, paint, paper for windows, LED.
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Steps: Paint bottle, add paper windows, top with LED for light.

Learning: Model building and coastal care topics.

77. Scrap Fabric Rag Rug (Small)

Materials: Fabric strips, cardboard base, glue.

Steps: Coil strips into a rug shape, glue to base.

Learning: Weaving concept and textile reuse.

78. Paper Tube Bird Nest

Materials: Toilet rolls, twine, paper scraps, glue.

Steps: Weave paper strips and twine to create a nest for model eggs.

Learning: Nature study and weaving.

79. Bottle Cap Chess/Checkers

Materials: Two sets of caps, board (cardboard), markers.

Steps: Mark caps as two colors, draw board, play game.

Learning: Strategy and game rules.

80. CD Mosaic Mirror Frame

Materials: Broken CD pieces, glue, old mirror or cardboard mirror.

Steps: Glue CD pieces around frame to reflect light.

Learning: Safe handling and mosaic art.

81. Newspaper Animal Masks

Materials: Newspaper, paste, paint, elastic.

Steps: Make thicker paper using paste, cut mask shape, decorate.

Learning: Paper-strengthening and costume making.

82. Bottle Cap Flower Garden on Board

Materials: Bottle caps, paint, wooden board, glue.

Steps: Paint caps as flowers, glue in patterns to create garden scene.

Learning: Composition and reuse.

83. Tin Can Drum

Materials: Empty can, balloon or paper, rubber bands, stick for drumstick.

Steps: Stretch balloon or paper over can opening, secure, decorate, drum.

Learning: Sound and rhythm basics.

84. Cardboard Picture Puzzle

Materials: Cardboard, photo or drawing, craft knife.

Steps: Glue photo to cardboard, cut into interlocking pieces for puzzle.

Learning: Puzzle making and problem solving.

85. Bottle Greenhouse Mini

Materials: Cut plastic bottle halves, small plant pot, soil.

Steps: Place top half over seedling pot to create mini-greenhouse.

Learning: Microclimate and plant germination.

86. Paper Roll Dragon

Materials: Toilet rolls, colored paper, glue, paint.

Steps: Create dragon body using rolls, add head and tail from paper.

Learning: Creative storytelling and assembly.
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87. Used Cloth Doll Clothes

Materials: Old fabric scraps, needle and thread or glue.

Steps: Cut small clothing pieces and dress dolls.

Learning: Sewing basics and recycling.

88. Jar Herb Label Markers

Materials: Bottle caps, sticks, marker, glue.

Steps: Write herb names on caps and attach to sticks to mark plants.

Learning: Gardening organization and labeling.

89. Paper Tube Rainbow

Materials: Toilet rolls, paint or colored paper, glue.

Steps: Cut rolls, paint or wrap in colors, arrange in rainbow.

Learning: Color order and arrangement.

90. Bottle Cap Necklace Art

Materials: Caps, glue, a flat backing, cord.

Steps: Glue decorated caps into pendant shape, attach cord.

Learning: Mixed-media jewelry design.

91. Cardboard Stamps

Materials: Cut cardboard shapes, foam or sponge, paint.

Steps: Make stamp shapes and use paint to print on paper.

Learning: Repetition and pattern design.

92. Bottle Rocket Ship Model (Display)

Materials: Plastic bottles, cardboard, foil, glue.

Steps: Shape into rocket with fins and nose cone, decorate for display.

Learning: Model making and space themes.

93. Paper Towel Tube Kaleidoscope (Model)

Materials: Paper towel tube, reflective paper strips, beads, clear plastic.

Steps: Insert reflective strips, add beads, cover ends to view patterns.

Learning: Light reflection and pattern formation.

94. Bottle Cap Counting Board

Materials: Bottle caps, cardboard with numbers drawn.

Steps: Use caps to count and match numbers on board for learning math.

Learning: Number sense and counting.

95. Cardboard Puppet Faces

Materials: Cardboard circles, markers, yarn for hair, sticks.

Steps: Draw faces, add yarn hair, attach stick to hold puppet.

Learning: Emotions and expression.

96. Egg Carton Sun Catcher

Materials: Egg carton cups, colored cling wrap, glue, string.

Steps: Cut cups, glue cling wrap pieces inside as colored panes, hang in window.

Learning: Light and color mixing.

97. Magazine Paper Bowl (Coiled)

Materials: Magazine strips, glue, bowl mold.
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Steps: Coil strips and glue layers to make a small bowl for keys.

Learning: Coiling technique and functional art.

98. Plastic Bottle Jellyfish Mobile

Materials: Bottle tops for head, strips of plastic bags for tentacles, string.

Steps: Make head from arranged tops, hang plastic strips below, suspend as mobile.

Learning: Ocean life theme and texture use.

99. Cardboard Stand for Phone or Tablet

Materials: Stiff cardboard, ruler, craft knife.

Steps: Cut and fold to create angled stand for a device.

Learning: Measurement and functional design.

100. Old Sock Puppet with Buttons

Materials: Single old sock, buttons, thread or glue, scraps for mouth.

Steps: Decorate sock with buttons for eyes and fabric mouth, use as puppet.

Learning: Sewing or gluing, storytelling and play.

Tips for Presenting Your Waste Material

Project

1. Title and Objective: Always start with a clear title and one-sentence objective (e.g.,

“To show how everyday waste can be reused to make useful items”).

2. Materials List: List all reused materials specifically (e.g., “5 plastic bottle caps, 1

empty jam jar”).

3. Step-by-Step: Write 3–6 simple steps with numbering so others can follow.

4. Safety Note: Mention if adult help is needed for cutting or hammering.

5. Learning Outcome: Add one short line about what you learned (skills or

environmental message).

6. Decoration and Labels: Use neat labels, short captions, and one photo of your

finished work if possible.

7. Neatness: Paste or print your work neatly; use clear handwriting or typed text for

better presentation.

Must Read: 99+ 6th Grade Science Fair Project Ideas

Conclusion

Using waste materials for school projects is an easy way to be creative, save money, and

help the environment. Each of the 100 ideas above uses items that are commonly thrown

away and turns them into useful or decorative objects.

These projects help students practice fine motor skills, planning, problem solving, and

environmental responsibility.

10/29/25, 10:14 AM 98+ Waste Material Craft Ideas for School Projects for Kids - kids Project Ideas

https://kidsprojectideas.com/?p=872&preview=true&_thumbnail_id=873 12/15

https://kidsprojectideas.com/6th-grade-science-fair-project-ideas/


Choose projects that match your age and tools available, and always ask an adult for help

when tools like scissors, glue guns, or tin can openings are involved.

Try to explain the environmental benefit in your presentation—teachers and judges like to

see the thought behind the craft.

Have fun, experiment safely, and remember that the best ideas often come from mixing a

few of these suggestions together.

Project Ideas

79 Easy Social Issues Topics for Project Class 10

Search

Search

Recent Posts

Recent Comments

No comments to show.

79 Easy Social Issues Topics for Project Class 10

100 Halloween Art Project Ideas for Kids — Fun, Easy, and Student-Friendly

Activities

99+ Volcano Science Fair Project Ideas for 3rd Grade

99+ 6th Grade Science Fair Project Ideas

111+ Latest EVS Project Topics For Class 12

10/29/25, 10:14 AM 98+ Waste Material Craft Ideas for School Projects for Kids - kids Project Ideas

https://kidsprojectideas.com/?p=872&preview=true&_thumbnail_id=873 13/15

https://kidsprojectideas.com/category/project-ideas/
https://kidsprojectideas.com/social-issues-topics-for-project-class-10/
https://kidsprojectideas.com/social-issues-topics-for-project-class-10/
https://kidsprojectideas.com/halloween-art-project-ideas-for-kids/
https://kidsprojectideas.com/halloween-art-project-ideas-for-kids/
https://kidsprojectideas.com/volcano-science-fair-project-ideas-for-3rd-grade/
https://kidsprojectideas.com/6th-grade-science-fair-project-ideas/
https://kidsprojectideas.com/evs-project-topics-for-class-12/


Do not miss this experience!

ASK US ANY QUESTIONS

GET IN TOUCH

Kids Project Ideas

About us

10/29/25, 10:14 AM 98+ Waste Material Craft Ideas for School Projects for Kids - kids Project Ideas

https://kidsprojectideas.com/?p=872&preview=true&_thumbnail_id=873 14/15



Whether you’re a parent looking for weekend fun, a teacher searching for class

ideas, or a young creator full of imagination — KidsProjectIdeas.com is the perfect

place to begin your creative journey!

Address

Ten assi, Cali 190 14, USA

Contact

Office hours: 09:00am - 6:00pm

chloekidsprojectideas@gmail.com
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